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The front matter includes the following: 

 

Title page — the full title and author's name as they appear on the cover. 

Frontispiece — a decorative illustration or photo that appears on the page next to the title 

page. Typically goes on the left, as seen here. 
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Accolades — quotes from esteemed reviewers and publications in praise of the book. This 

praise often appears on the back cover as well. 

Copyright page — also called a “colophon,” this includes technical information about 

copyrights, edition dates, typefaces, ISBN, as well as your publisher and printer. Usually appears 

on the reverse of the title page. 

Dedication page — a page where the author names the person or people to whom they 

dedicate their book, and why. This typically comes after the copyright page. 

Table of contents — a list of chapter headings and the page numbers where they begin. The 

table of contents (abbreviated ToC) should list all major sections that follow it, both body and 

back matter. 

Epigraph — a quote or excerpt that indicates the book's subject matter. This can be taken from 

another book, a poem, a song, or almost any source. It usually comes immediately before the 

first chapter. 

Preface — an introduction written by the author that relates how the book came into being, or 

provides context for the current edition. 

• Discuss how the book came about. Why did you write it? Why did you choose the 
particular subject? What was your motivation? You could also discuss what your 
inspiration was (especially if it is a work of fiction). 

• Give a brief description of the book, the main characters, or the book's themes. Give just 
enough to get the reader interested in reading more; don't give anything away. 

• State the purpose of the book, especially if the work is non-fiction. For example, if your 
book is intended to educate the reader about famous African scientists in the 20th 
century, you may want to state this in the preface. You could also describe what the 
reader can hope to learn by reading the book. 
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• Describe the journey of writing the book—what you learned, how you felt, and any 
insights into real life situations gained through the writing. You may also want to include 
how you've changed as an author or as a person during the process. 

• Talk about any problems that came up during the writing and how you dealt with these 
trials and tribulations. 

• If it is a non-fiction book, discuss your research process. Talk about your sources. Why 
are they unique? Why is this particular biography of Nixon, for example, special 
compared to others? 

• Include acknowledgements. Thank the people who were instrumental in the writing of 
your book. Depending on the level of formality of the writing, these could range from 
colleagues to editors to family members. 

• Talk about how long it took you to write the book, if it's relevant. For example, if you've 
been researching Nixon and writing the book for 10 years, you may want to mention this 
fact to give the reader an idea of the thought and effort you put into the project. 

• Include any suggestions about how to read the book if there is a special structure. 
• Don't forget to send it for an English grammar check. 

Foreword — an introduction written by another person, usually a friend, family member, or 

scholar of the author's work. 

The back matter 

The back matter (also known as the “end matter”) is — you guessed it — material found at the 

back of a book. Authors use their back matter to offer readers further context or information 

about the story, though back matter can also be extremely simple: sometimes just a quick 

mention of the author's website or a note from the publisher. 

The back matter includes the following: 

Acknowledgments — a section to acknowledge and thank all those who contributed to the 

book's creation. This may be the author's agent and editor(s), their close friends and family, and 

other sources of inspiration. The acknowledgements typically appear right after the last 

chapter. 

About the author — this is where the author gives a brief summary of their previous work, 

education, and personal life (e.g. “She lives in New York with her husband and two Great 

https://blog.reedsy.com/author-websites/
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Danes”). If you're currently figuring out what to put in your author bio, this thorough how-to 

might help! 

Copyright permissions — if the author has sought permission to reproduce song lyrics, artwork, 

or extended excerpts from other books, they should be attributed here (may also appear in the 

front matter). 

Appendix or addendum (nonfiction) — additional details or updated information relevant to 

the book, especially if it's a newer edition. 

Glossary — definitions of words or other elements that appear in the text. In works of fiction, 

the glossary may contain entries about individual characters or settings. The glossary usually 

appears in alphabetical order. 

Index — a list of specialty terms or phrases used in the book, along with the pages on which 

they appear, so the reader can find them easily. The index is also usually in alphabetical order. 

Bibliography/reference list — a comprehensive breakdown of sources cited in the work. Your 

bibliography should follow a manual of style — luckily, it's easy to create one using free tools 

like Easybib. Note that this is a formal list of citations, not a bonus reading list on your subject; 

that would go in the afterword or appendix. 
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